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• Purpose:  

This paper explores the potential for nature-based tourism in Oman, focusing on 

maximizing the unique ecological advantages and cultural fascination of the Khareef (monsoon) 

season while reinventing strategies to envision Salalah as a year-round tourism destination. 

During Khareef, Salalah’s landscape takes on a phenomenal transformation, attracting visitors 

with its verdant scenery, waterfalls, and diverse flora and fauna, making it a distinct destination 

within the Arabian Peninsula. However, predominant dependence on this seasonal influx 

weakens Oman’s potential for sustainable economic growth and environmental grandiose. The 

research examines both the ecological and economic benefits of expanding nature-based tourism 

across all seasons, promoting eco-tours, guided wildlife experiences, and cultural adventures 

aligned with sustainable tourism avenues. Through a creative and modern analysis of Salalah’s 

unique biodiversity, endemic species, and seasonal climate variations, this paper probes into 

strategies for evolving diverse yet distinct tourism offerings for winter and summer, including 

cave expeditions, desert safaris, coastal cruises, culinary tasting tours, and cultural festivals that 

celebrate Salalah’s rich heritage. Key recommendations focus on creating innovative and 

customized guided eco-tourism experiences led by trained locals, diversifying Salalah’s tourism 

portfolio, and deploying targeted marketing campaigns to attract visitors year-round. 

Additionally, the paper underscores the importance of community involvement and collaborative 

stakeholder partnerships to enhance sustainable practices that drive economic resilience and 

environmental conservation beyond the Khareef season. 
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• Originality: 

This paper contributes a novel viewpoint by uniting an in-depth analysis of Salalah’s 

seasonal tourism leanings with global best practices from destinations like Costa Rica and 

Bhutan. Different earlier studies that focus primarily on the Khareef season, this research 

examines the unexploited possible of Salalah’s winter and summer tourism chances. It also 

integrates local community assignation, biodiversity preservation, and cultural protection into 

the framework for year-round sustainable tourism. The originality lies in its holistic approach, 

which syndicates local visions, statistical examination, and international judgements to adapt a 

sole model for Salalah. 

• Brief Literature Review: 

The study outlines on existing literature that highpoints the achievement of nature-based 

tourism mockups in destinations like Costa Rica and Bhutan. Costa Rica’s wide network of 

endangered areas and community-driven eco-tourism creativities provide a blueprint for 

integrating conservation and tourism. Bhutan’s high-value, low-volume tourism model validates 

how limiting tourist numbers while focusing on premium experiences can preserve cultural 

heritage and biodiversity. Previous research on Salalah has largely focused on its Khareef season; 

however, this paper expands the scope by examining strategies for diversifying its tourism 

portfolio. Key sources include case studies on sustainable tourism, visitor statistics for Salalah, 

and global frameworks for eco-tourism development. 

• Design/Methodology/Approach: 

This research adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative 

methodologies to provide a comprehensive analysis. 

• Results:  

The research categorizes Salalah’s unique strengths, with its lush Khareef season, rich 

biodiversity, and cultural inheritance, as well as its trials, such as over reliance on cyclical tourism 

and incomplete substructure for year round actions. Key results include: The possible for 

increasing tourism actions beyond Khareef, such as cave explorations, desert safaris, fish 

watching, and social cultural festivals. The need for community-driven tourism creativities to 

safeguard reasonable financial welfares and environmental stewardship. The efficacy of battered 

advertising movements to transpose Salalah as a year-round terminus. Understandings from 



 

 

Costa Rica and Bhutan underscore the importance of mixing preservation strategies, local 

participation, and top involvements to withstand tourism development. 

 

• Visitor Statistics (2019–2024): 

• 2019: Salalah welcomed 766,772 visitors during the Khareef season, marking a 7.2% 

decrease from 2018. 

• 2020–2021: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, global travel restrictions led to a significant 

decline in tourist numbers. Specific data for these years are limited. 

• 2022: The Khareef season saw approximately 813,000 visitors, a 6% increase compared to 

2019. 

• 2023: Data for this year is not readily available. 

• 2024: As of August 31, 2024, Salalah recorded 1,006,635 visitors, an 8.7% increase from 

the same period in 2023. 

• Visitor Origins: 

• Omani Nationals: Consistently the largest group, accounting for 70.5% of visitors in 2019 

and 69% in 2022. 

• GCC Countries: Visitors from Gulf Cooperation Council countries comprised 16.9% in 

2019 and 19.8% in 2022. 

• Other Nationalities: Asian visitors made up 8% in 2019, with other nationalities 

accounting for the remaining percentages. 

• Popular Destinations in Salalah: 

• Al Baleed Archaeological Park: A UNESCO World Heritage site showcasing the region's 

rich history. 

• Wadi Darbat: Known for its waterfalls and natural beauty, especially during the Khareef 

season. 

• Mughsail Beach: Famous for its blowholes and scenic views. 

• Jabal Samhan Nature Reserve: Offers unique wildlife and panoramic vistas. 

• Tourism Revenue: 

• 2019: Visitor spending reached OMR 78 million, a 1.4% increase from 2018. 



 

 

• 2022: Expenditure during the Khareef season was approximately OMR 86 million, 

surpassing the 2019 figures. 

• 2024: Specific revenue data for this year is not yet available. 

• Accommodation Preferences: 

• 2019: 57% of visitors opted for furnished apartments and houses, while 32% chose hotels 

and hotel apartments. 

• Transportation: 

• Land Travel: In 2019, 79.6% of visitors arrived via land, with approximately 95,000 

vehicles entering Dhofar. 

• Air Travel: In 2022, 165,704 visitors arrived by air, a 20.4% increase from 2019. 
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